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PRESI DENT: [Unintelligible] to this norning.

EHRLI CHVAN: Well, you go round and round and you cone up
with all questions and no answers. Backed
up where you were at when you started.

PRESI DENT: That's where we were this norning. Well,
uh, anything additional to rush here?

EHRLI CHVAN: Well, I, | just don't think that the
immunity thing will wash.

PRESI DENT: And the Grand Jury.

EHRLI CHVAN: It may, if you cone to

HAL DEMAN: Well, the immunity [unintelligible]
probl ens.

EHRLI CHVAN: Wel | under this procedure of John's, uh,

John's grand jury package was, uh, was, uh
uh, to give imunity, you know, to various
W t nesses who go before the Grand Jury. |
| think we have to figure that that is out
of the, picture. | just don't think that
it, that it can be carried off.

*The quotation marks used in this transcript are for
conveni ence and do not indicate verbatim
gquot ati on by the speaker.



HAL DEMAN: Well, either the G and Jury or you can try
by setting up a special panel, 'cause you--

DEAN: The speci al panel could investigate and
report back on the whole thing. Have them
[unintel ligible] immnize wtnesses so that
all the informati on can be obtai ned, and,

uh- -

PRESI DENT: Maybe t he appoi ntnment of a Presidential
panel ?

DEAN: | would think it would be too -- well that

woul d take special |egislation to get
i mmunity powers, whereas

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

DEAN: t he Departnent of Justice right now
possesses the, the ability to grant
i mmunity.

PRESI DENT: Well, let's take the Grand Jury w t hout
i munity, what about that?

DEAN: well --

PRESI DENT: That was your idea of getting out of it.

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah. Well, | think that, uh, uh, is stil
a possibility. It leads to sone very

drastic results. Counsel over here reads
the statutes, and, uh, there are awful
opportunities for indictnment, and, uh -- So,
uh,
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Yeah.

you end up with people in and out of the
White House indicted for various, for
various offenses. [Unintelligible]
over | ai d.

[Unintelligible] still plenty of these guys
[unintel l'igible]

That's right. Now the other, now the other
rout e- -

That is, if we're not, not nentioning that,
uh-

| wouldn't, uh, I wouldn't spend too nuch
time wwth that. I, | give up there. Unh,
the other route would be two papers, or
possi bly three, and these papers would . say,
"M. President, you asked ne about this
thing. Here's nmy, here's ny review of the

facts.”" And, uh, | think we disagree as to
whet her or not that's a viable option or
not. I, | think you could get out a fairly
credi bl e docunent that would stand up, and
that will have the effect of trinmng the

scope, and woul d have the effect of maybe
becom ng the battl eground on a reduced
scope, which | think is inportant. But, uh,
the big danger in the Ervin hearings, as |
see it, is that they will, they will run
out, uh, leads into areas that, that it
woul d be better not to have to get into.
But, uh, if, uh, Baker, you know, under his
direction Un, and if you could put out a
basi c



PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

docunent that would, uh, define alimted
set of issues, uh, even if you, you don't
try to concentrate on target, you just m ght
have sonet hing, sone -- but obviously, you
haven't any way of inposing a lot of s

But, does, uh, does anybody, uh, really
think, really think that really we should do
not hi ng? That's the other, | nean, that's,
that's the option, period. |If, uh -- keep
fighting it out on this ground if it takes
al | sunmmer.

VWhich it wll.

That's the other thing, whether we're going
to, say, to contain the thing.

well, we've tal ked about that. W talked
about, uh, possible opportunities in the
Senate, that, that may turn up that we don't
foresee now. In other words, that you go in
and start playing for the odds. Keep trying
to put out fires here and there. The
probl em of the Hunt thing and, and, uh,

possi bly McCord and sone of these other
peopl e breaking is there's no, uh, there is,
there's no, uh, sign off on that ever. It

j ust goes on and on and on.
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That's right. WelIl if that's the case then
uh, what is your view as to what we should
do now about Hunt, and so forth?

Well, ny, nmy viewis that, that, uh, Hunt's
interests lie in getting a pardon if he can.
That ought to be, sonehow or another, one of
the options that he is nost particularly
concerned about. Uh, his, his indirect
contacts with John don't contenplate that at
all. WwWell, maybe they, maybe they
contenplate it, but they say there's going
[unintel l'igible]

| know.

That's right.

They think that that's al ready understood.
Yeah.

Uh- -

| nmean he's got to get that by Christnmas
time.
That's right. But, uh--

And if he doesn't, obviously, uh, he's got
to figure it gets crossw se.

| f that bl ows.

If that blows and, and that's, it seens to
me, that the, uh --although at lea-- It
obvi ously is understood, that
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he has really gone over the ground with his
attorney that's in there.

However, can he, by talking, uh, get
pardoned? Get, get clenency fromthe court?

That's one of the options he's obviously
| ooking at now. He cones in and tells this

j udge before sentencing, "Your Honor" -- and
the judge is likely to call himin before
sentencing -- and says, "Your Honor, | am
willing to tell all. Unh, I don't want to go
tojail. | have pleaded guilty to an
offense. [I'll take that plea. | don't want
togotojail. 1'"ll cooperate with you and
t he governnent in any way possible. [1'1]I
tell you everything I know.” | think the

j udge probably, uh, uh, would | ook upon that
very favorably, it would pay sonebody to
tell him

Yeah.

So then, now -- so the point we have to, the
bri dge you have to cut, uh, cross there is,
uh, which you've got to cross, | understand,

qui te soon, is whether, uh, we, uh, what you
do about, uh, his present demand. Now,

what, what, uh, what [unintelligible] about

t hat ?

Vell, apparently Mtchell and, and, uh, uh,
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LaRue.

LaRue are now aware of it, so they know what
he is feeling.

True. [Unintelligible] do sonething.

I, I have, | have not talked with either.
think they are in a position to do
sonet hi ng, though

It's a long road, isn't it? | nean, the way
you | ook back on that, as John has pointed
out here is that that's a, that's a, that's
a |l ong road.

It sure is.

For all of us, for all of us. | nean, what
the hell you going to do? That's why you're,
that's why you, you're sort of westling
with the idea of noving in another

di rection.

That's right. Uh, 'cause it's not only that
group, but within this circle of people who
have tidbits of know edge, there are a | ot
of weak individuals and any one of those
could cause it to blow the secretary to

Gor don Liddy, uh,

Sl oan.
the secretary to, uh, to Jeb Magruder.
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DEAN:

HALDEMAN
DEAN:

S| oan.

Chuck Col son's secretary, (unintelligible]
before the Senate Commttee. And it's not,
it's not only one forum There's the civil
suit filed by O Brien which, uh, for sone
reason we can't get settled. They are
holding on to it. They are going to have
rather intense civil discovery. They may
wel |l work hand in glove with that Senate
Commttee. They're going to go out and take
depositions and start |eaking things and
there'll be inconsistencies. Leak what's in
the transcript of one and see who breaks out
in the other. There are all kinds of things
t hey' ve got going right now that, uh, would
mean, uh, [unintelligible] hold this thing
together. And the other thing | nust say
|'ve noticed is there is a, there's an
attitude that has grown anongst all the
peopl e that have been involved in this thing
to protect their own behinds. And they're
going to start going and hiring counsel.

Yeah. They've started to do that.

Ch yeah. Un, Dw ght, for exanple, now wants
a lawer; uh, uh, Kal nbach has hired hinself
a lawer; Col son has retained a | awyer; and
now that we've [unintelligible] enough to
know that self-protection is setting in.
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VWll, let's not trust them
Surely.

Maybe we face the situation, but we can't do
a damed thing about the participants who
are going to get it eventually,

[unintel ligible] why not now?

well, that --

That's, that's what you're sort of resigned
to do.

Well, ny thought is that if it's going to
cone it should conme in a way that woul d not
harm you and, uh, the individuals bear a
part of it.

Well, we don't want to harmthe people
either. That's ny concern. Well --
survives them Well, we can't, we can't

harm the, uh, these young people | nmean |'m
dammed concerned about all these people that
were all working in

For ny part--

what ever they considered to be the best
interests of the country, and so forth.
|'ve never, | haven't any question as to

That's right, we don't have any question
here of sonme guy



[ Severa
Voi ces. |
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stashing noney is his pocket.

[Unintel ligible]

[Unintelligible] it isn't something, it
isn't it isn't something |like Hiss, for
exanpl e, God damed treason. Sonet hi ng
[unintel l'igible]

O |ike Sherman Adans, doing it for his own
confort, or uh, Albert Fall, doing it for
his own enrichnent.

Yeah. That's right. That's the point.
That's why | say I'm |I'mgoing to take a

| ot of the heat. (Coughs] Wll, we have to
realize that, uh, the attrition is going to
be rather considerable. That, that's your
point, isn't it?

| think it, it's hard to prevent. Now,
that's why | raise the point of, of this

i mmunity concept again. That would take a

| ot of heat. Cbviously, the imunity m ght
-- But it also [unintelligible] you find
cannot be structured, that you' re con--,
you' re concerned about, there's sonething

I urking here that has been brought to your
attention of recent. Uh, nowis the tine to
get the facts. People have been protecting
t henmsel ves. Dean couldn't get all the
information. People wouldn't give it to
him Uh, there are indications now that
there are other things, and you'd like to
get all this information and lay it before
t he

-10
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public, but it's not going to conme out if
peopl e are going to go take the Fifth
Amendnent before a grand jury. 1t'll never
be proved. I--

And it isn't going to cone out of a
conmittee.

It's not going to come out of a commttee,
either. Uh, for those reasons

Not in a fair way, that's the point.

True. That's right. Now -- O it may never
come out. They may -- They will probably
never get it out either, regardl ess of how
clever they are. But nows the tine to pul
it up, all out [unintelligible]

Plus, they're not going to have the key
W t nesses.

That's right.
That's right.

So therefore, you select a panel of, say the
Deputy Attorney Ceneral, the head of the
Crimnal Division, the head of the Cvil

Di vision, sonething |like that. You cal
over everybody in the Wite House, and tel
them that we want, "I have been instructed
by the President, we're to put together
exactly what happened. You won't be
prosecuted for it because, uh, that's not
the point now The point is to get out al
this information.” And then you wll

-11
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make a deci sion, based on what you | earn,
whet her people can renmain in the governnent
or not. And if it's bad, uh, they'Il be
removed, they'll be forced to resign. If
it's sonething that, uh, is palatable,
they'Il go on with their job

The hue and cry would be that "This is, this
is a super cover-up. Before they were just
trying to cover up the the information. Now
they realize they' ve got guilty people, so

t hey, they've i mmuni zed them so that they
can't be prosecuted.”

"' mnot just sure how many people would cone
out guilty.

Yeah, well [unintelligible]. The perception
is the inportant thing.

Yeah, but the point is, were we talking--

Al right, is that, is that better? O is it
better to have, you know, just, just keep
goi ng and have the thing build up and all of
a sudden col | apse? And, and peopl e get

i ndi cted, and people, uh, get tarnished.

After we've stonewalled it?

After we've stonewalled it, and after the
President's been accused of covering up that
way.

-12-
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That's the point.
O is there another way?
Yeah, like -- ?

Li ke the, the Dean statenents, where the
President then makes a full disclosure of
everything which he then has. And is in a
position if it does collapse at a later tine
to say, "Jesus, | had the FBI, and the G and
Jury, and | had my own counsel. | turned
over every rock | could find. And | rested
my confidence in these people in good faith
and it's obvious now --

The m ddl e ground taken would be -- | nean,
| " ve been around, we've been around on that
one quite a bit, the m ddle ground woul d be
that, uh, I nean, uh, naturally you, you
having to live through it, have to be a bit
sensitive about the way we’'re going to,
we're -- but | -- That doesn't concern ne.

| nmean it doesn't concern ne, and | don't --
| think as far as the public is concerned,
it won't do much. Uh, if you as the Wite
House Counsel, John, uh, on direction uh, I
ask for a, a witten report, which | think,
uh, that--which is very general, understand.
Understand, [laughs] | don't want to get
all that God dammed specific. |'mthinking
now in far nore general terns, having in
mnd the fact that the problemwth a
specific report is that,

-13
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uh, this proves this one and that one that
one, and you just prove sonething that you
didn't do at all. But if you nmake it rather
general in terns of nmy -- your investigation
indicates that this man did not do it, this
man did not do it, this man did do that.

You are going to have to say that, John, you
know, like the, uh, Segretti-Chapin

Um huh

That has to be said. And, uh, and, so
forth. And that under the circunstances,
that, uh, grinds the man.

Coul d he do this? To give sonme weight to
that, could you attach as an appendix a |i st
of the FBI reports to which you had access:
interview with Kal nbach, interview wth
Segretti, interview w th Chapin, and

Magr uder, and whoever, Dean, the whol e
business. So that the President at sone
later time is in a position to say, "l
relied.”

Not on Dean al one but on corroborated
evidence [unintelligible]

That's right. It also helps wwth the G ay
situation because it shows the use made of
the FBI reports by you. He's reporting to
the President. He can say in there, "I have
not di sclosed the contents of these to
anybody el se.™

- 14
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"Yes, | was, had access to reports for the
pur pose of carrying out your instructions to
find out whether --" Because that is true.
|'"ve had -- You're the man | have asked
"Well, now, who the hell has been invol ved
here.” You reported it before, found that
there was no reflection on anybody
[unintelligible] at this point. Uh, but,
uh- -

[Unintel Iigible]

| think that the President's in a stronger
position later, and the Presidency is in a
stronger position later if he can be shown
to have justifiably relied on you at this

point in tine.

Well, there's the argunent now that Dean's

credibility is in question, uh, as a result
of the Gray hearings. Mybe | shouldn't do
it. Maybe sonmeone who has--

This will rehabilitate you, though. Your
credibility--

No, as a natter of fact, John, | don't think
your credibility is in much jeopardy. Sure,
you' re under attack, but they want you up

there to testify. | don't think it's the
credibility. They want you to testify. |
uh, | would not be too sensitive about that.

| think that you would, you'd nake a hell of
a good inpression, really.

Beyond that, you can, you can hel p your,
your participation

-15-
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PRESI DENT:

in the interviews by saying, uh, that, in
addition to having seen the, uh, FBI
synopses, you were present at the tine of
the interview of a nunber

That's right.
of these w tnesses, and
That's right.

you yourself conducted interviews of
ot hers- -

"I conducted interviews of the follow ng

people. -1 didn't, didn't, didn't,” Uh--1"m

just trying to think about it. Huh?
Turn all that into a puzzle.

Absol utely.

Yeah.

You were doing this in furtherance
Ri ght.

of your role--

That's right. And also, that you, that
there's been such a, a lot of crap put out
about, uh, what you have done that,

-16
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PRESI DENT:

uh, without referring to the fact, w thout
being a bit defensive about it, uh, that,
you know, that you, you intended to do the

letter. The letter -- which would not be a
letter to Eastland. | think that at this
point it would be a letter fromDean to ne.
And you'd say that, "Now that the," -- and

you woul d base it on the fact, "Now that the
heari ngs, now that the Watergate is, is
done, | can now give a report about any
progress of --"

Well, that's what you should say. In other
words, he gives the report because you asked
himfor it, regardless of the tineliness.

Yeah, the only problemw th that

Yeah.
is that if Hunt and -- not Hunt but, excuse
me, Liddy and McCord are still out on

appeal, they may not be sentenced on
Fri day- -

Yeah.

-- they still haven't conme out the way --
Yeah. Well, all right. Then |I would not
get into that. 1 think you could say that,
you coul d say,

Yeah.

-17-
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uh, "I have a report. | don't m nd show ng
it to Ervin. | wouldn't want it published
because sone fellow s trial The case is
still around.”

Right. Well, let ne say, the problemwth
that is, uh, | don't believe that hel ps on
our cause. In light of the fact that

well, uh, let me just -- | amnot sure,
maybe | am wong--the fact that the
President says, "I've shown Ervin the
report.” We've got to renmenber that we
have, we have nobody there. | think
sonmething has to [unintelligible] where,

Fine. [Unintelligible]

where we can put out sonmething to the
public.

If you' re worried about the tineliness, and
trying to hang it to the -- on the

sentencing, we don't really have to do that.
We're going to say we just ignore the trial,

Yeah.

and say you have been -- and we've been,

the, this -- we want it established anyway
Dean has given you a report. W, we
basically said it's an oral report. You can
put the thing that Dean has kept you posted
fromtime to tinme wwth periodic oral reports
as, uh, on this thing, as, as it, uh, uh, it
beconmes avail abl e

-18
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PRESI DENT:

[ Severa
Voi ces. |

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

Ri ght .

and so forth. You have asked him
Yeah.

now, uh, to sunmarize those,

Yeah.

uh, into, uh

Yeah.

an overall summary.

Overall summary, and | am maki ng the report
available to the Ervin Commttee. Very
publ i c.

[Unintel ligible]
And, and, and | again offer the Ervin

Commttee, | offer the Ervin Conmttee, uh,
|'d say, "Dear Senator Ervin," |'d say,
"Here, here is the report, it is before your
hearings. | want you to have it, conplete

access, and, as | have said previously, that
any, any questions that are not answered
here, any nenber of the Wite House staff,
they will be directed to answer any, uh,

--informal - -
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Yeah.

Good.

on that basis.” Well, we've run that by
before. John.

Well, we've said it's formal and infornal
Yeah.

in the statenent and that's uh

Yeah.

[unintel ligible]

Yeah.

But let's suppose you did the dam -- |
mean, you did it as to the burglary, and you
didit as to -

Segretti.

and you nmake sone passing reference to
nmoney, correct? And then you send her up
there. Unh, then let's suppose Hunt bl ows at
sone tinme. CQur position on that is that,
uh, "Hunt was an investigator. He was sent
out to do an investigation on Ellsberg. Uh,
when we di scovered what he was up to, we
stopped him” [Coughs] Now, | suppose that
lets Ell sberg out, that's an illegal search

-20
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PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

and search and seizure that may be
sufficient at least for a mstrial, if not
for a --

Isn'"t it dam near through yet?

Par don?

Isn't that case about finished?

Oh, it'll go on a while yet. Uh --

Can he get a mstrial after a conviction?

Yeah, sure. Uh, well, let’s, let's suppose
that occurred. Uh, that was a national
security situation. Uh, Hunt exercised bad
judgnent, and | think it's arguable that he
shoul d never have been permtted to go to
the Comittee after that episode, having,
havi ng, uh, reflected on his judgnent that
way. But, uh, beyond that, the question is,
did we, did we authorize it, did we condone
it,

Yeah.

did we

Yeah.

-21
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support it? And that kind of thing.

And that's, that part of it. Getting back
to the, uh, getting back to this, John, uh,

you still sort of tilt to the panel idea
your sel f?
Vell, I'mstill, | seein, inthis

conversation the things that we've, you
know, thought of before, we've talked
about - before. But they do not ultimately
solve what | see as the grave problem of a
cancer growi ng around the Presidency, and
that the cancer is going to continue to
grow. This is just another thing that gives
a problem It does not clean the problem
out .

Well, but doesn't it give, doesn't it permt
the President to clean it out at such tine
as it does cone up? By saying, "lIndeed, |

relied onit. And nowthis, this later
thing turns up, and I don't condone that.
And if |I'd known about that before,
obviously, | wouldn't have done it. And I'm
going to nove on it now. "
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Your point, John, is the, the -- You really
think you' ve got to clean the cancer out
now, right?

Yes sir.

And, uh, how would you do that? You cone
back again for another round. You see no
ot her, you see no other way that, uh, you,
you, you -- without the, w thout setting a,
wi t hout breaki ng down on executive

privil ege, of course.

| see that, yeah, yeah, there are a couple
of ways to do it.

You certainly don't want to do it at the
Senate, though, do you?

No sir.
Al right.
| think that woul d be an added trap.

That's the, that's the worst thing. Al
right.
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Uh- -
We've got to do it.

We've got to do it. You have to do it, to

get the credit for it. Uh, that, that gets
you above it. Unh, as | see it, that neans

peopl e getting hurt, and | hope we can find
the answer to that problem

Al right, suppose we did this? Supposing
you rendered a report to the President on

everyt hing you know about this. And the
President then fires sonme people, Step one,
Step two, sends the report over to the
Justice Departnment, then says, “I've been

diligently at work on this.
been diligently at work.
findings."

My counsel's
Here are his

Where woul d you stop it? Wth, uh, Mgruder

over in Comrerce?
Christ, | don't know where it stops, You
know, uh

[Unintel ligible] Zegler?

Christ, that's

It's probably going to be with Magruder
No.

[unintelligible] send it over to Justice.
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PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

DEAN:
HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN

DEAN:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

Vll, if you send the report over, it just
says Magruder did this and this.

Wel |, yeah, but

Vell, that's what he's, that's what he is
tal ki ng about.

That's right.

And then Magruder, though, is a, is a fellow
that's a --

a free agent, at this point.

is a free agent, according to John, who'd
say, uh -- he'd pull others down with him

Sur e.
Vll, now, what you, what you do --

You don't know that he would, but you sure
as hell have got to assunme he woul d.

Why, of course.

| think what you could do is you could drop
nunbers, with nanes on them in a hat, you
can draw them out to see who gets hurt and
who doesn't. [Laughs] Well, that's about as
fair as you coul d be.

The m nute you

St r achan. Do the sane to himwith it.
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DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
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PRESI DENT:
EHRLI CHVAN

DEAN:
HALDEMAN
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

St rachan?

Maybe. Not so nuch.
Maybe Jeb.
[Unintel ligible] |
Uh, the problem of know edge of it.

t hi nk he has a probl em

He has a probl em of know edge.
a problem of action.

Magr uder has

Action and perjury.

Well, Strachan found the noney. That's the
pr obl em

No.

Not really.

The thing that we'd |ike, you know, to
happen, if possible, to do this, is --Hunt
has now sent a bl ackmail request directly to
the Wiite llouse.

VWho did he send it to?
Yeah.
O to nme?

To your counsel.

You?
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EHRLI CHVAN

Uh huh.

That's the interesting kind of thing,
there's sonething there that nmaybe we bl ow
it all up that way, and there go all the --
and everything starts going in a whol e new
direction.

That woul d hurt but he's, he's commtting an
of fense, Right there. That is blackmail.

Yeah, John, but where does that take you?
That takes you to your support of other
peopl e who are not fully aware of the
[unintel ligible] anyway.

That's right.
But we didn't know about that.
That's a fact. W' re above that.

But, then, again, you have to get the
probl em of people, what they're going to say
-- [whistles].

Well, if you go your route, you can't draw
the |line sonepl ace
No, no.

You can't then say, you know, we're going
to, we're going
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DEAN:

UNI DENTI FI ED

HAL DEVAN

to reserve that, we've got to let it all --

You see, if you go your route of the ca--, of
getting, cutting, cutting the cancer out,
the question is would you cut it out nowis,

uh, is, is, is, uh -- Take a Hunt.

well --

You [unintelligible] -- knock the hell out
of him don't you?

That's right.

Well, if you take your route and it goes

slightly [unintelligible] you have a
certaincy, alnost, of Magruder going to
jail, Chapin going to jail, you going to
jail,

No.

probably nme going to jail

Uh, again, | question the |ast two.

Certainly Chapin. Certainly Straclian. No,
not really.

Not necessarily, uh
Not Chapi n.

Chapin and Strachan are clean. Well, so is
St rachan.
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HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

DEAN:

| think Strachan is hooked on, on this
noney.

What noney was that?

He is an accessory in a, in a undecl ared
canpai gn fund.

That's no -- That, that's -- The only guy
responsible for that is the treasurer

| know.
Sur e.
But not under the | aw.

Well that was un---, undecl ared for awhil e,
| think it was,'70, '68.

Yeah. But then it got back into the coffers
and, uh, was used in this canpaign.

Let's say, let's say the President sent ne
to the Gand Jury to nake a report. \Who
woul d be, who would, who could |I actually do
anything to, pr cause any problens for? As a
practical matter, first-hand know edge; uh
al nrost no one. All | could do is to give
thema focus plus | eads.
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Right. R ght.
Then they start follow ng the | eads.

That's right, and where they ultimtely cone
down or -- Well, there, there again, is, is,
is the -- W don't have anybody to talk to
sonebody who under stands the process
[unintelligible]. | was tal king outside

wi th Bob about Henry Petersen. Unh, we just
have to have sonebody tal k to sonebody that,
that, can really break in and can say,
"Henry, what does this nean in the crim nal
justice systen? What kind of a case could be
made on this? Unh, what kind of offenses
woul d evol ve out of that?” [Unintelligible]
got a pretty good idea of nobst of the
statutes that are involved, but there, uh
there is so nmuch behind the statutes.

Do you want to bring himin? Talk to hinf
Well, if you do that, you will suit the
Attorney Ceneral.

Well, you're putting in, you7re putting in
hi s know edge - -

| see.
Uh, we'll have to play with that.

-30



HALDEMAN
DEAN:
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
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PRESI DENT:
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If you do it hypothetically--

Ri ght .

You' ve got, you' ve got this brother-in-I|aw
who has this problemin school. [Laughs]
Yeah.

He told this wild scenario that 1'd |ike you

Yeah.

[Unintel ligible]. My friend is witing a
pl ay, and unless he, uh --
Uh, but, it bothers ne to do anything

further now, in the situation, when Hunt's
our real hang-up.

Well, now, do you think a statenent pronpts
hi n?
Yes, sir, | do. It doesn't solve it. |It's

j ust one nore step.
The paynent to Hunt does too.
The paynent to Hunt does, yeah

Maybe that's what -- That's why | say, you
know, sonmebody to assess the crim nal
l[iability. Mybe we are m s-assessing it.
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Well, | really don't know, wll Petersen
Wul d you confide in hinf

| think I would.

How el se? You could start down that road.
You could say, "Henry, | want to, | want to
talk to you about, uh, questions that arise
in the course of ny investigation, but |
have to swear you to secrecy.” |If he'l
take it on that basis.

There's the answer, of course, "The

Presi dent has told nme never to say -- I,
uh, I want to know if you can talk to ne off
the record.” [Unintelligible]

You i medi ately elimnate one of your
options. You can, well, you can elimnate
the option of the President being able to
take the position he knew nothing about it.

Uh, so you, uh, you see then that, uh, you
don't see the, uh, you don't see the
statenent thing, uh, uh, helping insofar as
the, the -- be of any way -- the, uh

hel ping insofar as -- 'cause if you, you
must - -you think that over sone nore

Yes, sir. The idea is the tenporary answer.
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| agree with that. But the point is to, uh
but you see, here's the, the way |I would see
the statenent that we could say we get out:
Qur -- Everything we would intend to say or,
or we could get out a general statenment as |
have al ready indicated, would get out a,
with regard to the fact that we spent

| ooking into the God damm thing, it's really
-- | nmean, I've said it, we, we just can't,
you, you know, withdraw, so let's forget a
wi thdrawal at this point. Wll, and
secondly, again, the offer for Wlite House
peopl e to cooperate so that we're not
covering up, okay. And that still |eaves
it, however, in the hands of the Commttee.

| agree. A statenent, at |least, would, it's
true, tenporary, but it, uh, would indicate
the President has | ooked into the matter,
has had his counsel report to himand this
is the result of that, uh, now let the

Comm ttee do their damedest. We will
cooperate. And the Commttee will say,
"No." And so we'll just stand right there.

Well, what will really [sighs],| think what
will, will pronpt a new problemw || be
Sirica giving a speech fromthe bench on
Fri day when he sentences.

Yeah.
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| think he will charge that he cannot
believe the trial was conducted by the
government presenting a limted case. That
he is not convinced the case represents the
full situation

In other words, uh --

| know if that's the case it'll have a
dramatic i npact on the day of

Yeah.

sentencing with Sirica fromthe bench,
That's right.

because he'll charge that there are

hi gher-ups involved in this. He may take
sonme dramatic action |ike, uh, you know,
appoi nt a special prosecutor. Wo knows?

Can he do that?
Sur e. | think he could.

He coul d appoint a special prosecutor, for
what ? For - -

To reopen the investigation. He is the
presi di ng judge.
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He could go, he could convene a grand jury.
O he said he coul d.

Well, the governnment is going to do that.
Uh --

The governnent's going to do that for what?

Ri ght after sentencing, the week after
sentencing they're going to take all the
peopl e who' ve been sentenced back before the
Grand Jury--

These same ones?

These sane ones. And see if they want,
now want to talk. Sirica may --put, you
know, give them provisional sentences. And
say if they are helpful to the governnent,
back before the Grand Jury, he'll reconsider
the sentences, [unintelligible] people
horrendous sent ences.

Suppose -- Horrendous sentences | think we
can anticipate. But, but, suppose he does
that ? Then where, where does that | eave us
t hen, John? Were does that | eave us? You
just say --

Vel |, | don't think that's a surprise to
t he defendants. | thi nk their counsel nust
have prepared them for that.
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l"'m-- right. | wonder, however, however,
in ternms of what about our, what about our
position? In other words, we're damed by
the courts before-Ervin ever could get

t here.

The, the only thing that we can say is for
Ziegler to say, "Look, we've investigated
backwards and forwards in the \Wite House,
and we're satisfied on the basis of the
report we have that nobody in the Wite
House has been involved in a burglary,
nobody had notice of it, know edge of it,
participated in the planning, or aided or
abetted it in any way."

VWll, that's what you could say.

And it happens to be true,

Yeah.

as for that transaction.

[ Laughs] Sure. As for that transaction.
Ri ght.

well, John, you, uh, you, uh, you nust fee
that's, uh, is enough.

No [unintelligible]
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Now, let's, let's try another, let's try
anot her concommitant to that. Supposing
Mtchell were to step out on that sanme day
and were to say, “l’ve been doing sone
investigation at 1701 and | find so and so,
and so and so."

[Unintel Iigible]
Yes, sir.

And | don't know what he woul d say, but
maybe he'd want to nake sone kind of a
di scl osure. And then what?

VWhat the hell is he going to disclose that

isn't going to bl ow sonmet hi ng? Yeah. Well
[unintel ligible]

Well, I"'mgoing to have to -- |
[unintelligible] have to resolve it.

| don't have any tine. I'msorry. |'m
going to have to leave. Wat is there --

What have you got here [unintelligible].
Well, uh, you neet what tine tonorrow?

| amnot sure. |In the norning.
Mor ni ng.

[Unintelligible] we will brood this out.
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PRESI DENT: Fine. Well, sure. You cone here
(unintelligible]. W' re going around.
That's the way you have to do. Right.
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